
Each child is unique and 
has his  or her own individual 

learning style. 
Learning to 
r e c o g n i z e 
and respect 
i n d i v i d u a l 

learning styles maximizes every 
child’s potential and minimizes 
parent’s frustrations.
 Adults have the tendency to 
teach using their own learning 
style which is not always the 
way others learn best.  Once you 
learn to recognize your child’s 
individual learning style you 
can tap into a way of interacting 
with your child that is much 
less frustrating for both of you.  
While every child is a unique 
individual that should not 
be squeezed into a mold, this 
information should be helpful 
in providing some insight into 
the way your child learns.

Understanding 
Your Child’s 

Learning Style

P A R E N T  E D U C A T I O N  S E R I E S
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Information
Our school has many books written by 
experts in the field of child development. 
These are available for you to check for further 
information. We also have a file full of articles 
helpful to the issues of parenting.

For more information google:  
learning styles and brain preferences.
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Concrete Perception
 •   Prefers to learn through the  

five senses.
 •  Prefers the here and now.
 •  Prefers the tangible and obvious.
 •  It is what it is.
 •  Seeing is believing.

 Parenting this child 
requires using logic,  
speaking realistically, 
giving clear con- 
cise, step-by-step 
directions and 
expectations,. It is 
also helpful to use 
choices linked with 
logical consequences.  

So that the child can understand the 
effect of his or her behavior. It is best to 
say what you mean, and mean what you 
say with follow through. 

Abstract Perception
 •  Loves pretend and fantasy.
 •  It does not have to be what it is.
 •  Believes without seeing.
 •  Intuitive.

Parenting this 
child requires 
using a sense 
of humor and 
pretending even  
when you do  

not feel like it..  These children respond  
to silly voices, talking stuffed animals  
and imaginary role playing.  A logical 
parent will have many power struggles 
with this child without lightening up  
and using humor and imagination.

Sequential Ordering
 •  Organizes tasks
 •   Prefers step by step instructions with 

a beginning, middle and end.
 •   Need to follow a logical predictable 

train of thought.
 •   Does tasks in a logical order, large to 

small, all the same color, left to right.
 •   Prefers doing one task at a time and 

sees it to the end.

 Parenting this child re- 
quires order and predic- 
tability.  These children 
like to know where 
things belong.  They 
need and enjoy order and 
predictability.  Disorder 

and spontaneity actually create anxiety 
with these children. If you are a parent  
who likes to “wing it,” be prepared for a 
frustrated child.

Random Ordering
 •   Prefers doing tasks randomly.
 •   Does not need to start at the beginning 

and may work backward.
 •   Lumps information into chunks 

without sequence.
 •   Enjoys doing several tasks at a time 

without seeing them to the end.
 •   Appears to be working without a plan.

 Parenting this child 
requires patience if you 
are a parent who does 
things sequentially.  This 
child will frustrate you 
to no end and you will 
frustrate him or her as 
well.  They seem to never 

complete a task, they seem haphazard 
undisciplined and messy.  If you clean up 
after them they will let you know it by 
fussing and crying because everything is 
in a process to them.  Their order looks like 
disorder.

Keys to Understanding Your Child’s Learning Style
Our minds order the information we perceive.  

There are two ways of ordering: sequential or random.
Our minds perceive and understand  

information in two ways: concrete or abstract.

Parenting is a challenge. The more you know and understand about the way you and your child 
 perceive and order information, the easier parenting will become.
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